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Bee orchids in a lawn on Old Granary Close 

Garden Bird Watch 21st to 27th June 2026 --- June 2026 Newsletter 
Carole on Old Granary reported that as suggested by the RSPB we took down our bird feeders 
and we wondered how much difference it would make to the amount of birds in the garden, we 
were surprised to find that it made very little difference but we are lucky enough to have quite a 
few birds nesting nearby. We had our first sighting in the garden of a Tree creeper that was 
feeding on the plentiful insects on one of the old trees.  A couple of lovely sightings at Lodmoor 
where we were lucky enough to get a lovely sighting of a Cetti’s Warbler that was in the reeds just 
in front of where we were sat, we also spent a delightful few minutes watching a Hobby catching 
dragonflies. We have plenty of Bee Orchids in the garden this year as you can see from the photo. 
 
Ros at Sutton Court lawns had a sparrow-hawk in a lilac tree eyeing up the great tit feeding 
parents. Later that day they had disappeared and there was n longer any cheeping from the box. 
It was a very hot day but Ros did not see them fledge. They may have she is not sure.  She also 
draws our attention to a party of wrens nesting in the yellow flag iris in the pond. She asks if 
anybody else saw this? 
 
On 2nd June Sue and Jon decided to do their Butterfly walk. They reported taking a leaf out of 
Colin and Rita’s book and after noting the dire weather forecast for both Wednesday (our 
nominated day) and Thursday, and decided to seize the day and do the survey that morning. 
Surprisingly there was plenty of sunshine, high level moving cloud and a bit of a breeze which 
only became strong as we covered the last two stages. In the circumstances we saw plenty of 
butterflies!  In addition, there were Burnet Companion and Cinnabar moths on the wing as well as 
a couple of Beautiful Demoiselles. Particularly rewarding were the Swifts and House Martins over 
the Reservoir - a sight we haven’t seen for some time 

Simon from Preston Road:   High numbers of Great Tits and Wrens due to two nests fledging - 
great to see.  Also, good to see the Swifts back, and entering the eaves of same house as last 
year along Sutton Road, I did go down to the caravan park to see if I could hear the nightingale, 
but no.  Several competing Song Thrushes plus Backcaps and Cetti's Warblers in the rough 
ground between the caravan sites though. 

Jackie from Valley Cottage reported a male and female tawny owl has two chicks in an owl box 
erected by a previous owner. Many people report hearing tawny owl from dusk until dawn. I am 
afraid that is beyond my hearing capacity.  
 
Eighteen people took part in Garden Bird Watch including four new members. Big thank you for 
helping to expand our recording effort. If you have recently joined and not taken part please do.   
House sparrow was considered years ago as a common bird. However, we have watched 
numbers decline over the years. Fox Cottage has always been a key location, but even there 
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numbers have declined. As many of you know, these days, my prebreakfast walks take me round 
Preston to Chalbury Corner and on good days across the road to Cedar Drive.  I am idle, but 
perhaps I should write down where I seen house sparrow as the places and numbers seem to 
vary. They are quite partial to places where blackberries flourish e.g. round Sutton Farm around 
the corner to where Puddledock Lane becomes a road again.  I must take a pen, notepad and 
GPS meter and do better. Good to see five gardens report song thrush and note Simon’s 
observation between the camp sites. Starlings also doing well repeated taking grubs from my lawn 
in competition with blackbird and robin. Six report of swifts. I have seen them investigate potential 
nesting sites but nothing happens.  
 
Wild Flowers 

 

An excellent display of horseshoe vetch at 
the top of Plaisters Lane and in the 
Waterworks Compound shown here with 
rockrose adjacent to the path above the 
fence. I am concerned that with the absence 
of grazing West Hill is becoming less herb 
rich with the small herbs crowded out by 
rampant tor-grass Brachypodium rupestris. I 
was told Natural England are preparing a 
management plan but can they get the right 
grazier with cattle such as Dexters or belted 
Galloways who will tackle scrub and course 
grasses.?  

One of the things, I enjoy about wildlife is watching the coming and going of plants. For the last 
two years, Cypress spurge has been doing its best in my garden, but no longer. However, I am 
having to watch carefully Bermuda buttercup (not a buttercup but a small horrible Oxalis growing 
in between paving slabs.  

Another plant doing well seemingly across 
Dorset is ox-eye daisy – a favourite with road 
improvement schemes. The picture on the 
right shows how it has taken over the whole 
front garden of a property on Cedar Drive. 
Both Penny and I seem to have acquired 
them from somewhere in our gardens. Mine 
will not last long as from past experience they 
re-seed and spread everywhere. One daisy I 
do my best to eliminate is Mexican daisy 
along the front of the Cartshed. A pernicious 
weed I have seen for sale for £8 in a National 
Charity shop.  

 
Butterflies: 
So far, we have managed every week in our standard Butterfly Conservation Pollard walk with two 
new sets of volunteers who Colin is going to train up. The weather has not been brilliant and 
between 2nd June and 9th June, I recorded no butterflies. And have not even bothered with the 
moth trap. Last year, I was recording butterflies in my garden every week. 
 
Mike reported a European Eel (juvenile) in the sluice by Brookmead Close on 16th June. Record 
entered on iRecord. The one earlier in the year has been verified by a National recorder.  
 
Dorset Environmental Records Centre celebrates it 50th year since inception this month. A 
Registered Charity with over four million records in its data set. Congratulations.  


